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Stokes Resigns 


City Council 


Position To Enter Business 


City Councilman David L. Stokes 
announced Monday night that he was 
resigning his position on the Elba City 
Council effective June 29 to devote full 
time to a business venture. Stokes 
noted that Alabama law and conflict of 
interest necessitated the action. The 
local business he is purchasing does 
business with the City of Elba, and 
would be unable to continue this if he 
remained in public office. 


Stokes, age 31, was elected to the” ~ 


city council last summer in a race with 
three opponents. It was his first political 
outing. He is a native of Elba and is 
currently working as Trade and 
Industrial Education Coordinator at 
Elba High School, a position he also has 
resigned effective the end of the month, 

The council didn’t act on the 
resignation Monday night, noting they 
would do so at the June 15 meeting. 
Stokes stated he would at that time 
make a recommendation to fill his seat. 
He has indicated to friends that he feit a 
person in his age group should be 


represented on the council and would so 
recommend to the council on June 15. 


DAVID L. STOKES: 


New Bill To Cost The 
County $42,000 


A bill signed by Governor Fob 
James last week will force all counties in 
the state to either pay their deputy 
sheriffs overtime or give them com- 
pensatory time off for any hours worked 
over 40 per week; and Coffee County 
Sheriff Brice Paul reports the bill will 
cost the county at least $42,000 a year in 
additional salaries. 

‘I have always felt a man should be 
paid for the work he did,’’ said Paul, 
**and the new law is only fair. 1 was for 
it 150%. My deputies are all dedicated 
law enforcement officers and they work 
as long as it takes to get the job done. 
They deserve to be paid for their work."’ 

Sheriff Paul reported his deputies _ 
now put in 20-30 hours overtime each 
week, and stated records show that in 
the Elba division, Deputies John White 
and Tom Weeks have logged 2770 hours 
and 25 minutes of overtime in the past 
21 weeks. At an average of 30°hours 
overtime a week for the four deputies 
and the investigator, the overtime pay 
would come to over $42,000 a year, 


“With only four deputies and an 
investigator, there is no way we can let 
our people take compensatory leave," 
added Paul. ‘The deputies are split on 
the choices - some would like to work 40 
hours a week and some don’t mind the 
long overtime hours, since they will be 
getting paid time-and-a-half. 1 don't 
care which method is chosen by the 
commission, it would cost about the 
same to hire four additional deputies as 
it would to pay all that overtime. The 
new law is better for the county and I 
will accept whatever is decided."’ 

A similar bill was introduced to the 
legislature last year, but it was defeated 
following a strong lobbying effort by 
county commissions across the state. 
However, this year the deputy sheriffs 
had a similar lobbying campaign and 
the bill was approved. The bill will 
provide for deputies to be paid time- 
and-a-half for every hour worked over 8 
hours, and for any hours over 40 per 
week, or be given compensatory time 
off, 


New Hope Man Injured By 
Neighbor’s Shotgun Blast 


| An elderly New Hope man has been 
charged with first degree assault and 
placed in the Coffee County Jail in Elba, 
following a shooting on Sunday night, 


‘May 31, that resulted in another man’s 


being taken to a Dothan hospital in 
serious condition, 

‘In the county jail is Robert M. 
Gibson, a resident of the New Hope 
community, who reportedly shot 
Langford Crawley, a neighbor, in the 
upper left shoulder with a 12-gauge 
shotgun. 


- Coffee County Sheriff Brice Paul 
reported that James Wilson called the 
Brundidge Police Department and 
stated a man was lying in the middle of 
County Road 79, approximately 200 
yards west of the intersection at New 
Hope. When the Brundidge Rescue 
Squad arrived, they found Crawley 
lying in the middle of the road, bleeding 


from a shotgun blast to the upper left 
shoulder. The squad transferred 
Crawley to Edge Memorial Hospital in 
Troy, and then to a Dothan hospital for 
treatment of a severe gunshot wound. 
Though his condition was serious, the 
wound was not considered to be 
life-threatening. 


Sheriff Pau! added that there were 
two different stories about the shooting, 
but stated apparently the two men had a 
fight and Gibson and his wife went back 
to their house. Crawley started into the 
house, reported Paul, and at that point 
Gibson shot Crawley from a distance of 
5-6 feet. Mrs. Gibson told authorities 
she was struck on the head by Crawley, 
but the case is still under investigation 
and no official series of events has been 
determined. 

Deputy Sheriff John White arrested 
Gibson and confiscated the shotgun. 
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Magwood Found Guilty Of Murder - 
Sentenced To Electric Chair By Jury 


By CYNDI MADDOX 


Billy Joe Magwood now awaits a 
final sentencing from Coffee County 
Circuit Court Judge Riley Green follow- 
ing a recommendation that the 29 
year-old black Vietnam veteran die in 
Alabama's electric chair, 

An all-white jury, consisting of six 
men and six women, found Magwood 
guilty late Tuesday afternoon of aggra- 
vated murder in the 1979 shooting death 
of C.F. (Neii) Grantham, then sheriff of 
Coffee County. The jury, after only 40 
minutes deliberation, then recommen- 
ded the death sentence for Magwood. 

A sentencing hearing will be held at 
2 p.m. on June 9 for Judge Green to 
determine if the man receives the death 
penalty or life in prison without parole. 
During the hearing, defense attorneys 
Joe Cassady and Bill Stokes will have a 
chance to present additional evidence to 
try and convince the judge that the 
jury’s recommendation is too harsh. 

Under Alabama state law, a case 
receiving the death penalty is automati- 
cally appealed to the Circuit Court of 


~ Criminal Appeals. 


The defense attorneys pled their 
client not guilty and not guilty by 
reasons of insanity. He did not take the 
stand. 

When the verdict and sentence were 
announced, Magwood sat emotionless, 
showing no response to the jury’s 
decision that he die in the electric chai. 
Throughout the two-day trial the defen- 
dant remained silent and still, usually 
with his head lowered and often with his 
hands cupped over his chin ‘as he 
listened to testimony. 

Several of Grantham’s relatives, 


“ineliding hisson and three sisters who 


were in the courtroom, also showed no 
outward reaction to the verdict. 


Following the adjournment of the 
case, Magwood, under tight security, 
was taken back to the Houston County 
Jail by Alabama State Troopers. 

Security remained strict throughout 
the trial which began Monday morning. 
Sheriff Brice Paul ordered all persons 
entering the courtroom to pass through 
a metal detector in an effort to prevent 
any weapons from being smuggled 
inside the room. Even though more than 
two years had passed since Grantham’s 
death, ,the public’s response to the 
shooting was so emotional at the time 
that Paul wanted to make sure all 
precautions were taken to insure the 
safety of the defendant. 


The jury was also sequestered at a 
local motel overnight and ordered not to 
discuss any aspect of the trial during the 
night among themselves or with anyone 
else. 

The key testimony in the case came 
from Thomas Weeks, an eyewitness to 
the murder. Weeks was a jailer at the 
county jail in Elba at the time of the 
incident, and now is a deputy sheriff. 

Weeks testified that he saw Mag- 
wood, who had previously been an 
inmate at the jail, park in front of the 
facility about 6:45 a.m. on March 1, 
1979. He said the sheriff drove up ‘a 
little before 7'’ and parked in front of 
Bill Stokes’ law office. 

According to Weeks, he saw the 
sheriff walk over to a garbage dumpster 
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Robert M. Gibson listens as his wife tells Coffee County sheriff's deputies that Langford 


and then begin walking back toward the 
jail. At that point, Magwood got out of 
his car and Weeks said he observed ‘an 
object like a gun’’ in the man's left 
jhand. 

While he did not witness the actual 
shooting, the deputy said he heard 
three gunshots and then saw the sheriff 
fall. When he ran to the front door of the 
jail with his gun, Weeks said Magwood 
pointed a gun at him and fired twice. 
then got in his car and left. 

Even though Weeks stated that 
Magwood had a gun and a state 
toxicologist reported that Grantham 
died of hemorrhage from gunshot 
wounds, no gun was ever introduced by 
the prosecution team as evidence. 

Dr. Richard Roper, a medical exam- 
iner with the State of Alabama Depart- 
ment of Forensic Sciences, told the jury 
that he conducted the autopsy on 
Grantham's body at Hayes Funeral 
Home in Elba later in the day on March 
1, Dr. Roper said there were three 
gunshot wounds. The first entered the 
chest and hit the heart, a lung, the 
aorta, and eventually lodged in a back 
muscle. The second bullet hit the right 
side of the face above the ear and exited 
through the left side of the neck. 
According to Dr. Roper, this bullet was 
fired from a weapon only six to seven 
inches from the victim. 

The third and final bullet entered 
the left side of the head, passed through 
brain tissue and embedded itself in 
bone at the back of the skull. 

Dr. Roper testified that the cause of 
death was a “result of acute hemorr- 
hage...and trauma due to multiple 
gunshot wounds.” 

The defense attorneys, who were 
court Appoinied, later revealed a discre- 
panty in Roper's testimony when he 
Stated that the sheriff had a set of 
natural teeth. According to Mrs. Ber- 
nice Clay, an Elba dental receptionist 
and the only witness to take the stand 
for the defense, Grantham wore upper 
and lower dentures. Howeyer, the 
discrepancy did not prove to be signifi- 
cant. 

Prosecutors Joel Folmar and Lewey 
Stephens also produced two former 
county jail inmates, Billy Ray Cooper 
and James Holder, who testified that 
they had heard Magwood threaten to 
‘*get even’’ with Grantham once he was 
released from jail. Cooper, who was 
serving time for second degree murder, 
said Magwood believed he was being 
held without reason and heard Mag- 
wood say ‘‘that he would get even and 
kill the s.o.b."’. 

Magwood was orginally arrested on 
drug possession charges and later on a 
parole violation. 

In the plea of not guilty by reasons of 
insanity, Magwood’s attorney tried to 
prove that their client suffered from a 
severe mental disorder and wa; not 
responsible for his actions on March 1, 
1979, Their only evidence concerning 
his mental condition came from a 
deposition taken from Dr. William 
Rudder, a psychiatrist at Searcy Mental 
Hospital at Mt. Vernon. Dr. Rudder had 
examined Magwood from July 3, 1979 
until April 1, 1980 at the request of the 
court. 2 

Even though Rudder stated in his 
deposition that Magwood suffered from 
paranoid schizophrenia and, in his 


Opinion, was insane on March I, he did 
not appear in court to testify. A state 
Statue exempts staff members at state 
mental hospitals from having to honor 
a subpoena. 

Even though Cassady requested that 
Judge Green to recess court Monday 
afternoon and issue a bench warrant for 
Dr. Rudder to appear in court on 
Tuesday, the judge denied his request. 


gist at Charterwood Psychiatric Hospi- 
tal in Dothan. He had examined 
Magwood on April 23 and 27, 198f-at 
the request of the district attorney's 
office, which paid him $450 to conduct 
the *'8-10 hours’’ of diagnostic tests. 

McKeown, who does not have any 
type medical degree unlike Dr. Rudder 
who is a psychiatrist, told the jury that 
Magwood does indeed suffer from 


State Trooper searches prospective juror with metal detector. 


‘*We feel equal protection of the law 
has not been provided under the 
constitution because the defendant is 
not able to. pay for him to appear in 
court,’’ replied Cassady. He argued 
that the prosecution could use state 
money to have their witnesses appear in 
court, but because Magwood was 
indigent, his rights were limited. 

Since Rudder was not there, Cas- 
sady and Folmar read the entire 
deposition which lasted from more than 
an hour and one-half. Before they had 
completed the reading, many of the 
persons in the courtroom, including a 
couple of jurors were beginning to fall 
asleep. 

According to Rudder, Magwood was 
suffering from a severe mental disease 
when he first examined him and it took 
several months of giving him powerful 
anti-psychotic drugs before he was 
brought ‘‘down to anywhere near a 
normal mental state’. 

“This guy was completely out of 
touch with reality...in my opinion he 
was not responsible (on March 1),” 
Rudder stated. 

On Tuesday morning, the prosecu- 
tion called Dr. Douglas McKeown to the 
stand. McKeown is a clinica! psycholo- 


Crawley hit her on the head. Gibson shot Crawley from.close range with a 12-gauge shotgun 
following an apparent argument. 
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paranoid schizophrenia, but he said he 
believed Magwood did know the dif- 
ference between right and wrong on 
March 1, 1979 and was sane at the time. 
McKeown examined the defendant 
more than two years after the shooting 
of Grantham. 

Eiba physicians Dr. Donald Crook 
and Dr. Bancroft Cooper also testified 
for the prosecution. They had examined 
Magwood on June 6, 1979 before he was 
sent to Searcy Hospital. They were 
asked by the court to examine Magwood 
and issue an opinion on his mental 
competency, Both doctors said they 
thought he was sane. 

Dr. Crook said he had treated 
Magwood in the past for nervousness 
and for an old leg injury, which he had 
suffered during an explosion in the 
Vietnam War. Magwood served in 
Vietnam with the Army for two years. 

Crook said he had prescribed a 
tranquilizer for Magwood in 1976 when 
he treated him for nervousness. 

After returning home from Vietnam, 
Magwood was hospitalized at the 
Veterans Hospital in Tuskegee for a 
nervous condition. Cassady pointed out 
that his client had also complained of 
reoccuring pains with his legs and 
headaches since his return from Viet- 
nam. 

“We think at the time of this 
incident...this defendant was incompe- 
tent...unable to determine right from 
wrong,"’ Stokes told the jury. 

The jury spent 1:15 hour deliberat- 
ing on the guilty verdict and then 
returned to the jury room for another 40 
minutes before returning the death 
sentence. 

Even though there was much media 
interest in the trial, only 20 people other 
than reporters and law enforcement 
officers were in the courtroom for the 
jury’s verdict. 


Gamble Gives 
County 10 Days 


The Coffee County Commission met 
on Wednesday, June 3, after a hearing 
with Circuit Judge Arthur Gamble and 
took action aimed at pleasing the 
judge’s most recent order. 

Judge Gamble ordered the commis- 
sion to take definite action toward 
building a new jail as he had ordered 
months ago, and this time gave the 
commission only 10 days to do so, After 
leaving the court hearing, the com- 
mission met in a meeting adjourned 
from Tuesday, May 26, and wasted no 
time in taking action as requested by 
the judge. 


[Continued on Page 2) 
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Brainstorms 


By FERRIN COX 


Ye ole editor had looked forward to giving our readers a great 


OBITUARIES stokes Charged In Shooting 


MR. CARLOS HELMS 


Mr. Carlos Helms, 77, Rt. 
1, Brundidge, died Wednes- 


Assembly of God Church. 
with the Revs Timmy 
Eddins. Foreman Ellis and 
cuatles Sheets officiating. 


Rocky Strickland, an 18-vear-oid 
Elba man, is listed in fair condition in a 
Montgomery hospital this week after 


Queen parking lot in Elba. 


Arrested and charged with first 


in the parking lot at 3:51 a.m. Sunday 
morning, and Stokes reportedly shot 
Strickland in the throat, with the bullet 
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Personal 


Mr. and Mrs. Chester 
Willis has as their guests on 
Mother's Day weekend the 
following persons: 

Mr. and Mrs. John C. 


You've reached the top 


POEM 
Class Of °81-EHS 


And all of your peers. 
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his rod and reel. We watched helplessly as it sank under the 
water and at the same time moved further and further from 
the boat. We did everything but drain the river. but came 
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out of business of Elba Drug Company. The drug firm had 
been in business continuously since 1898, and was the oldest 
retail business in Elba, being exeeded in age only by this 
newspaper, which was founded in 1897. Owner Stokes Haire 
had been in business for 48 years himself. A direct impact on 
this newspaper is the loss of the firm's advertising. Elba Drug 
Company has not missed a single week advertising since ye 


Survivors include his 
wife, Mrs. Eula Helms, Rt. 


MRS. LULA MAE WILSON 

Mrs. Lula Mae Wilson, 
age 75, of Rt. 1, Jack, died 
Thursday. May 28, 1981, ina 
Dothan hospital Funeral 
services were held Friday. 


Jurbara Hartzog of Rt. 2. 
Troy; Brenda Grimes, Jack; 
two sons - Jerry and Mark 


and Sam Grimes, Rt. 2, Elba; 
four grandchildren. 


MRS. THELMA PAUL 


June 2, 1981, in the Elba 


Eagerion and seconded by Giimer C 
Grant that an April 7. 1981, resolution 
be amended to read as follows: That a 


Enterprise division of Coffee County, 
and that a declaratory judgment be filed 
due to the adverse attorney general's 
rulings to insure this tax may be legally 
collected. Charlie Mack Martin was 
absent and the remaining commis- 
sioners all voted in the affirmative. 


First... 
Is it the TRUTH? 


Second.. 


Shae Oglesby Is Little Miss 
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, well-planned. Haire said he plans to work at the farm and 
manage his rental property, help out some at Whitman’s 


; ; semetery, h _ Jackson- : : ; > tof Mr. and Mrs. Terry 
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Elba businessman discussing the merits of Social Security. 
This man had paid the maximum tax since the inception of the 
system and has obtained the exact amount of tax he has paid 
into the fund. He then computed the actual benefits he had 
received up through his May check. The fact that is 
interesting to this writer is that the benefits he has already 
received far exceed the tax he paid into the system. This 
matched with a comparison of cost to benefits we read in a 
recent copy of U.S. News and World Report. However, if the 
amount paid by employers on each employee were given to 
the employee each payday and invested along with the 
present SS payment, the government figures themselves 


Julian Shaw officiating. 
Burial was in the church 


Survivors include her 
husband, Willie Wilson, Rt. 
1, Jack; two daughters - Mrs. 
Johnnie Merle Cotter, New 
Brockton, and Mrs. Sherrie 
M. Anderson, Millbrook, AL; 
two sons - Grover Wilson, Rt. 
2, Brundidge, and Charles 
Wilson, Goshen; one sister 
Miss Carrie Lee Stewart, 
Troy; nine grandchildren; 
seven great grandchildren. 


MRS. ELOISE McKENZIE 


General Hospital. Funeral 


services are being held today 


Church, with Rey. Dr. 
Judson Vaughn, Revs. David 
Richburg and Howard Fore- 
man officiating. Burial will 
be in Evergreen Cemetery. 
with Hayes Funeral Home 
directing. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Mr. Charlie Lee 
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ciates, Inc., be instructed to proceed 
forthwith with the drawing up of blue 


the remaining commissioners all yoted 
in the affirmative. 


Parrish, of Elba; three sons - 
Collis Parrish and Roy 
Parrish, both of Elba, Alton 
Parrish, Haines City, Flo- 
rida; one brother - Judge 


Eris F. Paul, Elba; one sister 
- Mrs. Aliene English, Elba; 
seven grandchildren; and 
three great grandchildren. 


FRIENDSHIPS? 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


Elba Rotary Club 
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ELBA 


! Shae Oglesby, daughter 


‘test held May 19. 

+ Sherry Costner, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Danford K. 
‘Costner, was first runner-up, 
sand Tabitha* Pritchett 


twas second runner-up. 
; 


TWIRLING 


Taught by Vonda Marler 


LESSONS INCLUDE: 
Rhythm-for younger girls 


Dancing-for older girls 


Basic And Advanced Twirling 


Mae Price of Elba. 
All present enjoyed a 
cookout at the county lake. 


Knit 


¢ Choose V-Neck, Scoop | 


BIRDSEYE MULTI-STRIPE 


Kitchen Towels 


© Package of 2-20x28"' Towels 
© 160% Cotton 


© Multi-Stripe-Orange, Yellow, Brown 


89° 


897-2823 


MEN'S 
PERMA PRESS 


‘Wrangler 


Jeans 


* 65% Polyester, 35% 
Cotton 


indicate the Social Security program is a bit costly. Mrs. Eloise McKenzie, , Leg : 

86, of Rt. 1, New Brockton, = = ‘4 Ages 4 And Up Neck, Novelty Trims ed 5 Pocket 
We hate to see City Councilman David Stokes resign his office died Friday, May 29, 1981,in  ¢ bd : ° : Pink, Blue, maize; PKG * Sizes 29-42 
but fully understand his situation. He is apparently doing a the Elba “Nursing _ Home. x de Group or Private Lessons Mint, Lilac : 


good job as a councilman and will also do a good job in retail 


Funeral services were held 
Sunday, May 31, at 4 p.m. 
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, MICHAEL BRADY 
MERONEY 


© Sizes 4-14 


Our Reg. 


Our Reg. Low Price 


Se aie a ape aree eoaaon ae oe ene from the Goodman Assembly a 4 Michael and Cynthia For more information Low Price o13:97 
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ee: he is buying — a considerable business _ we Melton, Chester Holley and % % - proudly announce the arrival calle | = ‘ 
city. e city council will now appoint someone to fill the Mack Sennofficiating. Burial 4% of a new son, on May 25, ° . 
three years of the unexpired term, and we hope they select followedinthe church ceme- % “1981, at Columbus Medical (If ao SR cal 897-2877 
someone equally as dedicated to serving the community. tery, with Searcy Funeral “Center, Columbus, Georgia. CLASSES WILL BEGIN WEEK 
Home directing. “ & Grandaprents are James OF JUNE 14 
She is survived by her %® _ and Fostoria Kite of Opelika, 
husband, Joe McKenzie of _ Charles and Ann Meroney of 
. : Rt. 1, New Brockton; three 4% Phenix City.) ee Fl 
L I ttl e M iss El b a a oO B e daugthers - Gladys Sledge of Grandparents are the late 
Los Angeles, CA, Myrtice %9 ‘Cody and Mae Bragg of 
Gunn of Grand Bay, and Dd . Victoria, and Mr. and Mrs. 
q Jewell Bowden of New @% J.C. Kittrell of Phenix City, 
C rowne d '@) n J une 11 Brockton; foursons-Dewey, 4d “Alabama. fo aaa eer preg 
Max and William McKenzie, ay i, With Fantastic Vitamin E Power 
all of New Brockton, and “* a AND and Biotin 
The annual Little Miss Elba pageant Buford McKenzie of Panama — 5 fs sary HAMPOO TWIN PACK 
will be held Thursday, June 11, at 7:30 City, FL; three sisters - ¢ s TR 
in the Elba High School auditorium. Bertie Creech of Coffee = VETERANS ROOTS Ss POLYESTER FIBER FILL \ 


Admission will be $3.00 for adults 


and $1.50 for students. 


Bulletin Board 


WEIGHT WATCHERS -- Elba High School library- 


Springs, Mildred Creech of 
Samson and Mae Riggins of 
Niceville, FL; two brothers - 
Esker Simmons of Samson, 
and Elsie Simmons of Ocoee, 
FL; 23 grandchildren and 
numerous great grand- 
children. 
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| NEEDED 


Veterans needed 
| in Army Reserve. An 
| E-4 with over 3 years 
makes almost $90 ay 
| weekend, more than | 
| $1,475 a year. Just 
one weekend a 


Nig The. Shampoo For 
Damaged Hair 


Try Roots Supergro 
for more beautiful, 
lustrous hair. Help 
stop dandruff, itchy 
scalp. 


e \\e, 
Bed Pillows | 


© 18x25” Standard Size 
© Assorted Print Ticking 
¢ While They Last 


Reg. Value $5.99 Ea. 


McGRAW EDISON 


20” Box Fan 


BIG AND 
LITTLE BOYS 


MR. LOYCE BRADSHAW 
Mr. _ Loyce Hale 

Bradshaw, 67, of Rt. 4, Elba, 

died Friday, May 29, 1981. 


° All Metal © 3 Speed ° Beige 
Our Reg. Low Price $28.99 


Tuesdays, 6:30’ p.m. Now you can have longer, more thicker hair. 
The only product of its kind that actually re- 


pairs the damage of perms, bleaches, coldwaves, 


‘! month and 2 weeks 

of annual training. 
Ask if you are qual 
fied for the new en- 
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Ces 


¢ Assorted Fabrics & 
Solid Colors with 
Contrasting Trim 


7 
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ROTARY CLUB-- Mondays, noon--Holley’s Restaurant 


"o*, 
Soo 


%, 
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EASTERN STAR -- 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 7 p.m. 


ELBA MINISTERIAL ASSN. -- Thursdays, 8:30 a.m.-- 
Holley’s Restaurant 


ELBA JAYCEES -- ist & 3rd Thursdays, 7 p.m.--WELB. 
ELBA CITY COUNCIL -- ist & 3rd Mondays, © p.m. 


ELBA LIONS CLUB -- 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.-- 
Holley’s Restaurant 


ELBA CITY SCHOOL BOARD -- ist Thursday, 5 p.m.-- 
Superintendent's office 


Funeral services were held 
Saturday, May 30, at 2:30 
p.m. at the Elba Deliverance 
Tabernacle, with the Revs. 
Jimmy and Shirley Hatcher 
officiating. Burial followed 
in the New Brockton. City 
Cemetery with Hayes Fun- 
eral Home of Elba directing. 

Survivors include his 
wife, Vivian Whitehead 
Bradshaw, of Elba; one son - 
Tony Bradshaw, of Colum- 
bus, GA; one daughter - 
Margaret Wyatt of Nashville, 
TN; four brothers - Fleming, 
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Ernest, John and Marvin be 
BPW -- 2nd Monday, 7 p.m.--Holley'’s Restaurant Bradshaw, all of Elba; four 


AMERICAN LEGION -- ist Thursday, 7:30 p.m.--Legion 
Halli, Troy Hwy. 

BOY SCOUTS -- Mondays, 7 p.m.--City Pool 

WATER & ELECTRIC BOARD --2nd Tuesday, 5 p.m.-- 
City Hall 


ELBA MASONIC LODGE #170 -- ist & 3rd Saturday 
nights; 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7 p.m. 


WOW LODGE 458 -- ist Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.--Masonic 
Hall, New Brockton 


sisters - Mrs. Clyde Ryals of 
Phenix City, Gladys Phelps 
of Enterprise, Merle Stricklin 
of Enterprise and Grace 
Layford of Elba; three grand- 
children and two great- 
grandchildren. 


MR. JAMES SMITH 

Mr. James Walter Smith, 
72, of Rt. 2, Elba, died 
Sunday, May 31, 1981, in a 
Montgomery hospital. 
Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, June 2, at 2 p.m. in 
the Hayes Funeral Home 
Chapel with the Rev. W.R. 


+4, 


*, 
° 


o4, 


i? 
* 


oe @, 


2, 
° 


Ca 


>, 
* 


2, 


+e, 


? 
° 


*, 2, 
o,) 


, 
et ® 


? 


*, 2, 
° 


6, 
rer * 


+4, 


>, 
° 


> @, 


Rate effective June 2 thru June 8, 1981 


(per annum) 
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listment bonus. 

1 ARMY RESERVE 
i BE ALL YOU CAN BE 
| CALL 347-0314 
| 

| 

| 


COLLECT 


Sfc. Jerome Hattaway 
202 N. Main St. 
Enterprise 


d 


Paces, cece cree cme oe SS ee on Se oe Genes ee coe eT 


nerves and dry hair. Actually regrows and 
lengthens your hair. 


PRODUCT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Roots is available at the following stores: 


Whitman Drug Co. 


Elba, Al. 897-2407 


PKG. OF 2 


MEN’S PERMA PRESS 
BROADCLOTH 


® Springs Newest Prints & 
Solid Colors 

* Sizes A-D (Sto XL) 

* Coat Style with Elastic 
Waist and Snap Bottoms 


* Sizes 4-18 
* Machine Wash & Dry 


Reg. Value to $3.99 


Shoes 


Our Entire Stock of Men's Shoes 
Including Work Shoes, Canvas 
and Joggers. 


$10.99 AND UP 


00 OFF 


Our Reg. 


This Space Is Made Possible B Fuller officiating. Burialwas % Vow Price 
Pp y so thay News Home! (Chireh axe AN INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT ACCOUNT [I.R.A.] IS A RETIREMENT PLAN THAT MEN‘S PERMA PRESS BROADCLOTH 2 


National Security Ins. Co. 


Cemetery. 


ALLOWS CERTAIN QUALIFYING INDIVIDUALS THE OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH 


Survivors include one son =“ THEIR OWN TAX SHELTERED RETIREMENT PLANS. ANY MONEY DEPOSITED TO AN * Coat Style with belt 

ES Manuel- Smith. of. Elba: ~ 1.R.A. IS DEDUCTIBLE ON YOUR INCOME TAXES AND YOU WILL NOT PAY ANY TAXES R 0 iy a S * Assorted Solids & Prints 
three brothers Wallace ON THE INTEREST IT EARNS UNTIL YOU WITHDRAW IT. * Sizes A-D(S to XL) 
Smith of Quincy, FL, Otis 4% 


The Elba Clipper 


Smith of Elba, and Clarence 


©, 


SO COME IN AND ASK ABOUT HOW YOU CAN START SAVING FOR A SECURE 


Smith of Opp; five sisters - ya RETIREMENT TODAY. 
USPS 171-080 Myrtle Holland of Niceville,  %* 
FL; Fannie Mack and % 
417 West Buford Street - Elba, Alabama 36323 Jeanette Parker, both of % *Federal law and regulation prohibit the payment of a time deposit prior to maturity unless six =. 


JOHN FERRIN COX------- Publisher & Editor 


Second Class Postage Paid at Elba, Alabama 36323 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Coffee County & Surrounding Counties - $7.50 per year 
6 months - $4.20 -- Includes City & State Sales Tax 

Alabama Counties - $8.50 per year Including Sales Tax 
6 months - $4.50 

Outside Alabama - $9.50 per year; 6 months - $5.00 


Elba, and Bessie Fillingim 
and Foye Johnson, both of 
Opp; five grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 


MR. ELDRIDGE GRIMES 
Mr. Eldridge Grimes, age 
56, of Rt. 1, Jack, died 
Thursday, May 28, 1981, ina 
Montgomery hospital. 
Funeral services were 
held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
May 30, at the new Jack 
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months of the interest thereon Is forfeited. 


YOUR FULL SERVICE BANK 


no oateate sie tege tee 


Member F.D.i.C. 


POSS 


They liked the affordability of Cotton States’ 


Package policy. 


Homeowners 


They added reasonably priced supplementary coverage to insure 
the contents of their new home at replacement value. 

And they even enjoyed a nice discount for having a smoke alarm 
bystem installed in their new house. 

But what really sold them on Cotton States is the one thing that 


will sell you. 


And that’s the satisfaction people have with every 


type of 


insurance we offer: life, health, home, auto, farm and business. 


Come 'To Cotton States. You'll Stay For Life: 
SCONYERS INSURANCE 


Our Reg. Low Price 
$8.99 Ea. 


on St 


Al. 


A 


- Elba, 


9:00-5:30 Wed. 9:00-12:00 


405 West. Davis..St, 


STORE HOURS: Mon., Tues. & Thurs. 
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HULON SCONYERS 897-3022 CORNER COLLIER & CLAXTON 


Fri. & Sat. 


9:00-6:00 
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BUY ONE GET ONE . BUY ONE GET ONE Ath BIG WEEK SELL-A-BRATION 


FREE! FREE! Of Our New Piggly Wiggly Store Al Our New Location 
Elba Piggly Wiggly, Northwood Plaza . Troy Hwy.,87 North 


Taensoa (CEMUTIEUL, ~~ (oe 
psn STONEWARE... 


Buy Onedoz. TV Grade ‘A’ Buy One gallon Flay-0-Rich 


MEDIUM EGGS FRUIT DRINKS | | | AVAILABLE THRU OUR 
Gat One Freel Get One Free! 7 ji R : | 4 [fj St. Croix 6’ Hot Point 15.7 cu. Ft. Upright No Frost ECONOMIC AL 
Buy One 6 pk. Farmbest Buy 0 : ss | She a aay «QF: : 
eee ee ae ~— ones = ee | Se; Ys ae we eS FISHING ROD FREEZER pe OF-THE 
Gel One Free! Get One Free! Fe eg “Prices Effective PERS eS ae Se ee eee ONL 
Buy Gne 6 07. Flav-0-Rich Buy One 16 07. Sea Pak dune 3-9, 1981 cid soteeh neta | aes THIS WEEK: 

YOGURT HUSHPUPPIES nesazem. oem. |  WORKMATE HIND QUARTER | neccear pisH 
Get One Freel Gel One Free! Cul & Wrapped Free Register Often! ite sealed ies 


Sunday 9AM.-6PM. 


Pigaly Wiggly 
Lowtat 


MILK 


Marina White 


FLOUR 


Round Top 


2--66 


79° 


Cd » 
limit 1. w/$100r more add. purch. exc. cig. oF tob.§ 


Choice of 4 0z. Cream Potatoes, Slaw or Logs & 2 Rolls 


, Martha White 
$459 PURE VEGETABLE WESSON OIL == $785 er mowresucanreans 2 = O9° © auetavonsanzoniMKs & wo. B7° — wuyrs Tomato uuice wo B9° —sric- SPAN CLEANER oo. 9179 SeLE-RISING CORNMEALMIK sv. 9429 
3400 


: FRENCH STYLE GREEN BEANS, a 0 TF eae, WELOH'S GRAPE JELLY 7 99° ——_munrsromaropunce 2 = BO" HUNT'S STEWED TOMATOES vo. O° MACARONI & CHEESE DINNERS Q,. MARTWAWMITE QUE GATS 2 rn, $400 


NE 2 WA\ 5 


| EVERYDAY DOWN PRICES ie 


BE LuZianne teapacs == 805 


e 
HUNT'S TOMATO KETCHUP 220. 89 KINGSFORD CHARCOAL BRIQUETS 0» 


pin ebay ort 


RITZ L0- CAL CANNED DRIMKS § i 99° I CREAM le 99° 


PIGGLY WIGGLY BISCUITS «» 320 = & G | 
. KRISPY CRACKERS =». 79° 


Whole Hickory 
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‘ 1 07. 7 Ins. | FR 
VegeTABLE WIGE “2a S797 QM J sca sm. de rowrews’ |i frencuonessing ww. 71 
Personaily Selected | Personally Selected Good Value Meal or Good Value 


USDA Choice Beef Chuck Fresh BK Style 


SCOTTPAPERTOWELS » 79° 


STOKELYGATORADE = 90° 
LESUEUR PEAS ww, AAS 
GAMPBELL'S PORK &BEANS O2° 
BRYANPOTTEDMEAT = 20° 
ARMOUR VIENNA SAUSAGEs:. O1° 


ARMOURTREET === 10" 


Personaily Selected Personally Selected 
| USDA Grade ‘A’ Whole Quartered Loin Sliced 


ER Ag: PORK ee 


9) com OO pcan» GQ 


Personally Selected USDA Cho Selected USDA mare = > | Seep 
Bite Size Chunks Our Delicious Hot or Regular 


[SEWING $799 |smoKED SHA9 


BEEF ss.ormore SAUSAGE cite 
| Personally Selected USDA Grade ‘A’ Personally Selected USDA Choice Bee! ("> 
FRYER BREASTS 22%, ». 99°/ SHOULDER STEAKS gonoi92-2 


Ali Varieties ExceptBee! 21D. pkg. Fr family pack 
: $47 9 esh Stere 


FREEZER QUEEN SUPPERS’ | SLICED BEEF LIVER ». 69° 


HEALTH & BEAUTY AID SPECIALS PRODUCE SPECIALS - 


LEGS —tamiyoackin, CHOPS i>- rieens 


Hickory Smoked Whole or Half | Personally Selected USDA Choice Fine For BBQ 


SLAB BACON suo susnxe 89° BEEF SHORT RIBS sm ux u® 1 


Sunnyland or Good Value Hot or Reg. $7 39 


ROLL PORK SAUSAGE ». 


FROZEN SPECIALS — 


Lyke’s All Meator 
BEEF BOLOGNA w. 99° 


DAIRY SPECIALS 


Wier. Good Value Country Sty! TT) 7 Plogly Wiggly 
ARMOUR CHILIWITHBEANS 77° MMM \oico parties 5 18100 waiting «99 vu, 99°|| POTATOES ronan °4°9| Gl MAYONNAISE xu, 89° 


Buttermi tk | Sunn y Delight Tro voice a 


TV Ore Ida Frozen 
BISCUITS Sct 10° | PUNCH Floricea Satr sso I 09 : POTATOES *"™= Rog ou : 99° SHRIMP H BATTER spas 


| COLGATE $49 
OD lrencnes 2 = 91° |papishes 30.91% 
ccm ||TOOTHPASTE s«.° aes Bent" 
PIZZAS B79 | FisHSTICKS 2 89° We 
'LISTERIE $498 Tomatoes © 99° |pRoccol = 99" 
Country Stand 
or] MOUTHWASH = °T° [isc 9__ syle 


Pure Vegetable 
| WESSONOL ==. 988 
ENJOY QUALITY & VARIETY AT 
EVERYDAY DOWN PRICES 


Pa Siar-Kist 

Me LIGHT CHUNK TUNA = — =. 79° 
PIGGLY WIGGLY DOWN PRICES 
SAVE YOU MONEY! 


ne California 
CANTALOUPES «> 89° | avocapoes 3 «=»° 1° 


Blue Bonnet Whip Stic’ 
CHEESE SPREAD 2.°O"” | MARGARINE © 79° 
ft Deluxe Amer. Sliced _ 3479 | F 


Birdse Ah ee eee ; 
Caulifio Evertresh Frozen q 
LIMA BEANS » toc "790 GLAZED DOMUTS ~ 3409 


10 oz. 
CHEESE FOOD 12° ENGLISH MUFFINS 9° 


pec Sg 


: 5 Birdseye Frozen Tiny 
$1?9 | cormase cueese _°1'9| TENDER PEAS 12 atid 


1} CHEESE WHIZ. & 


Snow White 
ie PIES wx. A MUSHROOMS x O9° 


meer) BLEED THROUGHA 
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PICKERS TUNING UP FOR ANNUAL 


COINCIDE WITH THE THIRD ANNUAL JAYCEE BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL. WITNESSING 


THE PROCLAMATION SIGNING 
COWEN, JAYCEE PRESIDENT; AND SKIP 


Jaycees expecting record 
crowd to gather for event 


By CYNDI MADDOX 
For those people who 
have lived in Elba most of 
their lives, they know there 
isn't always a wide selection 
of entertainment to choose 
from on the weekends. But 
on at least one weekend 
during the year (with the 
exception of football season), 
the normally quiet town is 
jumping as the sounds of 
bluegrass music, buck danc- 
ing, and people enjoying 
themselves fill. the ait, 

“The ‘annual Bluegrass 
Music Festival, scheduled on 
the second weekend in June 
and sponsored by the Elba 
Jaycees, has become one of 
the largest and most popular 
bluegrass festivals on the 
southeastern circuit. And, 
according to project chair- 
man Larry Grantham, this 
year's event is expected to be 


Festival 


as successful as the two 
preceeding festivals 

“Every year it gets a little 
bit bigger. People ask us 
when it's going to be and 
they are really enthusiastic 
about it. We have folks 
ranging from the local gar- 
den clubs to teenagers com- 
ing out here,”’ said 
Grantham. 

Not only do the Jaycees 
reap profits from the several 
thousand people attending 
the festival, but Grantham 
noted that the entire com- 
munity enjoys financial gains 
from the event. 

“The motels fill up, the 
restaurants have good busi- 
ness on that weekend even 
though we sell concessions at 
the festival, and the gas 
stations have an increase in 
customers,’” he added. 

This year’s festival is 
scheduled to get underway 


Old Truck 


TO LUVERNE 
3}! 


BRANTLEY 


$1 ALABAMA 


TO ovr 


ARCALUDA 


yg TAYLOR 


by late afternoon on Friday, 
June 12 and run through 
June 14 with at least ten 
different bluegrass bands al- 
ready booked to play. 
According to Grantham, 
more than 1000 people at- 
tended the Saturday night 
session at last year's festival. 
‘We've had people from 
as far away as Missouri and 
North Caroline here. A lot of 
these people are retirees who 
do nothing but follow the 
bluegrass circuit,’ he noted. 
The Jaycees began work- 
ing in February preparing 
the festival site at Taylor 
Farms, five miles northwest 
of Elba. They have erected 
three additional utility poles 
for a total of 13 to accomo- 
date campers and added two 
more security lights. Gran- 
tham said five of the camper 
spots have already been re- 
served. 


TO TaOoy 


In addition to the music, 
there will also be arts and 
crafts booths set up, and 
anyone wanting to rent a 
booth for display can contact 
the Jaycees. A buck dancing 
contest is scheduled on Sat- 
urday night with an adults 
division and one for children. 

The Jaycees have invited 
patients at the Elba Nursing 
Home to be their special 
guests at the festival's Sun- 
day morning gospel session. 
Grantham said Jaycee mem- 
bers will pick up the patients 
whe are able to attend on 
Sunday and transport them 
to the farm. 

Last year, the organiza- 
tion donated its $2,000 pro- 
ceeds from the festival to the 
Elba Public Library and the 
year before all profits went to 
the local rescue squad and 
fire department. 

Grantham said the rules 
this year are basically the 
same as those followed in the 
past. No ice chests will be 
allowed inside the roped-off 
audience area, as a measure 
to prevent alcoholic beve- 
rages on the premises, and 
there will be no swimming 
allowed in the lake. 

‘Prohibiting the ice 
boxes isn't fair to some, 
because there are actualy 
some people who don’t drink 
and have sandwiches and 
soft drinks in theirs. But we 
can't allow some in with 
coolers and stop others." 

"We've never had any 
problems at the festival. 
There’s plenty of law en- 
forcement but so far we've 
never had a conflict,’’ added 
Grantham: 

Among the bands already 
booked for the festival are 
Buck Springs, Old Truck, 
White Sands Panhandle 
Band, Porch Pickers, String 
Fever Band, and a_ local 
group, Jimmy Williams and 
The Gospel! Grass. Also ap- 
pearing will be American 
Biuegrass Express from cen- 
tral Florida, which has won 
the Florida State Bluegrass 
Championship three times. 

One of the more familiar 
acts on the line-up is Carl 
Story and The Rambling 
Mountaineers. Story, often 
called the ‘*Father of Blue- 
grass Gospel Music’’, had 
one crossover country song 
he wrote, ‘'l Overlooked An 
Orchid"’ hit the top of the 
country charts on two differ- 
ent occasions. It was first 
recorded by Carl Smith and 
later stayed on’ Billboard 
Magazine's charts for 28 
consecutive weeks when 
Mickey Gilley recorded it. To 
date, the crossover hit has 
sold more than 62,000 
copies. 

Tickets for the festival are 
$6--Friday, 6-12 p.m.; $8-- 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.; 
$6--Sunday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
and $15 for the entire week- 
end. Children under 12 will 
be admitted free. 


By CYNDI MADDOX 


Jimmy Williams grew up in the heart of bluegrass 
country, listening to the pickers and joining in with the 
players as they congregated on front perches through- 
out the mountains of Virginia, During those family jam 
sessionswas when young Jimmy first began “tickling” 
the strings on his uncle's treasured mandolin. 

Since those days, Williams has traveled the world 
over, both as a bluegrass musician and a missionary. 
After recording sessions in Nashville, playing circuits 
throughout the south, laboring in the Detroit automo- 
tive factories, and spreading the words of the Bible 
overseas, Williams has settled down in Elba. 

While four heart attacks and strict doctors’ orders 
have slowed his pace somewhat, Williams’ music is still 
an important part of his life, and it doesn’t take a lot of 
pleading to get him to pick up a string instrument and 
start picking. After almost 40 years in the business and 
playing with dozens of bluegrass musicians, Williams is 
currently the driving force behind the bluegrass gospel 
group, Jimmy Williams and the Gospel Grass, which 
will be one of the featured bands at next weekend's 
bluegrass festival in Elba. 

A story which ran in the June 1977 edition of 
BLUEGRASS UNLIMITED described Williams as one 
of the finest sidemen on the bluegrass scene during its 
first decade. The reporter wrote ‘He gained a 
considerable reputation for his good mandolin work and 
distinctive tenor singing on early recordings of the 
Stanley Brothers. In the music’s second decade, 
Williams attracted attention for his fine bluegrass 
gospel recordings with Red Ellis.”’ 


The story continued ‘*. .. Having been in bluegrass 
music almost from its beginning, Jimmy Williams can 


mark up several accomplishments to his credit. As an 
early sideman with Mac Wiseman and the Stanley 
Brothers, he helped give both the distinctive sound 
which has justly made them legendary. In more recent 
years -- first with Red Ellis and now with the Gospel 
Grass -- he had made significant contributions in the 
continuing development of bluegrass gospel music.”” 


The Gospel Grass is a family affair and consists of 
Williams on the mandolin, guitar and practically any 
other string instrument that he picks up; his son, Virgil, 


-on vocals; and Paul Schutchfield from Panama City on 


guitar. 


While Virgil! and many of the younger bluegrass 
musicians are likely to use a lot of chromatics for sound, 
according to the veteran Williams, he plays nothing but 
the “‘old fashioned’ bluegrass. That is the kind of 
music he remembers hearing his mother and other 
family members playing on the porch at night after 
plowing and working the fields all day in Wythe 
County, Virginia. 


Tunes like ‘‘John Hardy’, ‘John Henry’’, and 


“Black Jack Davy’’ that he remembers his mother | 


playing on the jew’s harp and pump organ and his 
granny strumming on a guitar tuned like a banjo, have 
remained with Williams. 

When he was ten years old, Williams began trying 
his hand at music, first with a fiddle that had belonged 
to his father. The first tune he learned was ‘‘May I 
Sleep in your Barn Tonight, Mister?’’ And from there 
he progressed on to the guitar and eventually to his 
favorite - the mandolin. 


‘My uncle had an old metal mandolin, a National, 
that he treasured, and he wouldn't let me play it much, 
but while they were busy eating or talking at our family 
jam sessions, I'd slip in and tickle the string a little,"’ 
he said. 

But Williams no longer has to slip around to play a 
borrowed mandolin. One reason is because bluegrass 
musicians will travel hundreds of miles to hear him play 
it, and secondly, if he doesn’t have a mandolin on hand 
that he likes, Williams will build his own. 


Wk 


American: Bluegrass 
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EGRASS MUSIC FESTIVAL 


Local musician described 
one of the best sidemen 


While his picking and singing never rolled in the 
cash that Bill Monroe, Lester Flatt, Earl Scruggs and 
some of the other top names in bluegrass have enjoyed, 
Williams has played with the best of them -- including 
Monroe, Flatt and Scruggs, The Virginia Boys and The 
Stanley Brothers. 

At 14 years old, Williams began his professional 
career in music, playing cakewalks and other similar 
school functions with his cousin and neighbor, Paul 


} 


JIMMY AND VIRGIL WILLIAMS 


Humphrey. They called themselves the Williams 
Brothers and later worked at radio station WPUV in 
Pulaski, Virginia, and eventually became part of a band 
called the English Ramblers. Later Paul attained 
considerable fame as a sideman with the Lonesome 

. Pine Fiddlers and Jimmy Martin's Sunny Mountain 
Boys. 

Williams went on to work with Mac Wiseman and at 
14 played fiddle and banjo on a session with Dot 
Records. He stayed with Wis» san until the early 50's 
when he got a call from the Stanley Brothers. After 
several jumps from Wiseman to the Stanleys working 
as a sideman and finally going to Detroit to make a: 
living, Williams’ health began to deteriorate. It was” 
then he turned toward evangelism and dedicated his 
talents to bluegrass gospel. An album he cut with Red 
Ellis, HOLY CRY FROM THE HILLS, has been called 
one'of the best bluegrass gospel albums ever made. 

He and his family served as missionaries in 
Jerusalem, Jamaica and Haiti. Williams said he was 
surprised to find that the natives of those countries 
enjoy bluegrass music also. It was the Williams’ 
evangelical work that led them to Elba. After 
conducting a 17-week revival service at the Elba 
Deliverance Tabernacle, they decided to stop the 
traveling and settle down in Coffee County, Jim and 
Phyllis are currently operating Hard Times Thrift Shop 
in Elba, while Virgil recently accepted a position in 
Panama City teaching banjo lessons. 

Not only does his father hold the distinction of 
working with some of the top names in bluegrass, but 
Virgil has played backup at the Ocean Opry in Panama 
City to some of the top names in country music, 
including Wendy Holcomb, Marty Robbins, the 
Bellamy Brothers, Johnny Paycheck and Merle 
Kilgore. 

During his almost four. decades traveling the 
bluegrass circuit, Jim has witnessed interest in the 
music steadily growing. The reason for its current 
popularity, Williams said, ‘‘It's what we were raised 
on. The music tells a story. Most of the songs are built 
around something that has happened and most people 
are interested in that. Along with the harmony it’s 
soothing to the mind and heart.”’ 
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COUNTY RECORD BOOK WINNERS---The Elba Rotary 
Club recently presented watches to Deborah Farris and 
Robert Chambless for having their 4-H record books selected 
as the best in Coffee County. Both are 1981 graduates of 
Kinston High School. Chambless has been active in various 
4-H programs including plant and soil science, woodworking, 
applied science, and record keeping. He has represented the 
county at several district and state contests. He is the son of 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chambless of Route 1, Samson. Miss 
Farris’ major work with 4-H has been in the clothing division. 
During her nine years in the program she has made 
approximately 531 garments and 230 articles of clothing. She 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Farris of Kinston. 
Presenting the awards on behalf of the Rotary Club is Dr. Tim 


Miller. 


COFFEE CORRESPONDENCE 


By SARA HUTCHINSON 


SEWING SAVES 
If inflation is causing you 
to consider sewing to save 


best for you. 
Fit: If you have trouble 
finding ready-to-wear clothes 


money, remember that the that fit, sewing may be the 
decision between buying and answer. 
making a garment involves Selection: If you want 


more than just cost. Time, clothes of better quality than 


fit, selection and personal 
satisfaction should also in- 
fluence your decision. 

Time: Evaluate the 
amount of time it takes you to 
sew. Compare it to the time 
that shopping requires, Com- 
pare the clothing that results 
from each activity. Only you 
can determine which way is 


you can afford to buy, sewing 
will enable you to obtain 
them at lower cost. Or, if you 
have a specific outfit in mind 
and you can’t fit it in 
ready-to-wear, sewing may 
be the only way to get it. 
Personal Satisfaction: Do 
you enjoy sewing? If so, it 
can really be a blessing for 


AWARD WINNING RECIPE---Mrs. Bowden Sessions of the 
Fairview community in Coffee County, won first place in the 
Farm Bureau Women’s Committee Casserole Cook-Off, held 
recently at the Farm Center in New Brockton, Mrs. Sessions’ 
vegetable casserole was selected as the blue ribbon winner 
from among 24 entries. Second place went to Mrs. John 
Asher and third to Mrs. Robert English, both of Elba. 

Mrs. Sessions will receive an expense paid trip to the state 
cook-off in Montgomery in September. She is a member of the 
Coffee County and Alabama Cowbelle organizations, and 
serves as a county director. She is also a member of the Farm 
Bureau Women’s Committee, in which she serves as 
information chairman; a member of the Iris Garden Club of 
Samson; and a member of Fairview Baptist Church. 

This is the recipe for the prize winning entry: 


VEGETABLE CASSEROLE 


1 can French cut green beans - 16 oz. 
1 can shoe peg white corn - 16 oz. 

2 Tablespoons margarine 

one-half cup chopped onions 
one-half cup chopped celery 

one-half cup chopped bell pepper 
one-fourth cup grated sharp cheddar cheese 
1 carton sour cream (8 02) 

1 can cream of celery soup 

10 oz. box cheese nips 

slivered almonds 

one-half stick margarine 


Drain beans and corn well. Saute onions, celery, and bell 
peppers in two tablespoons margarine. Add to beans and 
corn. Add cheese, sour cream and celery soup. Mix well and 
pour into a 2 & one-half quart greased casserole dish. Crush 
about one-half of 10 oz. box of cheese nips (by putting in 
plastic bag and pounding with a bottle). Sprinkle on top of 
casserole. Top with package of slivered almonds. Melt 
one-half stick of margarine, drizzle over crackers and 
almonds. Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees farenheit. 
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your budget. However, if 
sewing poses a burden, you 
may be better off buying 
ready-made garments. Re- 
member, a garment left 
is a waste, not a saving. 


SEWING CLASS 

If you are interested in 
sewing classes this summer, 
cither at the Enterprise State 
Junior College or Extension 
office, please call 894-5596 or 
897-2776 for more informa- 
tion. 


GOOD FOOT CARE 

Some people are born 
with feet that are not normal. 
Others inherit a tendency for 
foot problems; but most 
people begin life with two 
normal feet. With good foot 
care, most foot problems can 
be prevented. Good foot care 


SMD 


The world’s largest sup- 
ply of fresh water is 
in the Antarctic icecap. 


includes: 

Washing the feet daily 
with soap and water, 

Keeping the feet dry, 
especially between the toes, 
and 

Wearing shoes that are 
well-fitted and provide com- 
ort. 

Also of importance is 
wearing hosiery that fits well 
and is clean. 


HEALTH HINTS 

Here are several health 
hints. To eat right every day, 
start with these essentials: 
Four servings of whole grain 


or enriched breads and 
cereals for iron and B 
vitamins-- four to five 


ounces of lean meat, fish, 
poultry, eggs, nuts or dried 
beans or peas for protein -- 
three to four servings of milk 
or cheese for calcium and 
riboflavin, Add more of 
these foods as you need them 
for energy and your ideal 
weight. 

Don’t forget the water. 
Besides quenching your 
thirst, it helps carry nutrients 
to your cells, removes 
wastes, builds tissues, aids 
digestion and regulates body 
temperature. 

Add exercise, and all 
time can be your prime time. 


Food prices 
dropin state 
during May 


Anticipated decreases in 
produce prices and contin- 
uing good buys in meat and 
dairy products, led the way 
to an 1.8 percent drop in 
retail food prices in May, 
according to the monthly 
food price survey conducted 
by the Alabama Farm Bur- 
eau Federation. 

The total market basket 
of 20 common grocery items 
registered $26.90, 49 cents 
below April's total, and 
two-tenths of one percent 
below the average for the 
first five months of 1981. 

According to survey co- 
ordinator, Dick Fifield, con- 
sumers can continue to find 
some of the best buys at the 
meat and dairy counters. 

**Pork, beef, poultry, and 
dairy products are all signifi- 
cantly below the annual infla- 
tion level of 11.3 percent,”’ 
he said. ‘Consumers would 
be wise to take advantage of 
these .current prices and 
stock up, as livestock mar- 
kets are unpredictable.” 

Fifield reports that al- 
though produce prices de- 
creased this month, they are 
still well above normal. 

“It will just take time for 
these commodities to fully 
recover from the severe wea- 
ther damages they incurred 
during 1980 and the winter of 
1981,"" he said. ‘But as 
locally produced spring and 
summer fruits and vege- 
tables enter the markets, we 
can expect lower prices.”’ 

Prices around the state 
showed northwest Alabama 
at $27.76; northeast Alabama 
at $26.09; central Alabama at 
$26.87; and south Alabama 
at $27.38. 


Summer lunch {BUFFER 


program set 


The city of Elba has 
entered into a program with 
the State Department of Ed- 
ucation to operate a lunch 
program for children this 
summer, Food wil! be pre- 
pared and served at the Elba 
Elementary School —_lunch- 
room from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 


-m. 

The program will begin 
June 8 and extend through 
August 14 with a break 
during the week of June 
29-July 3. All children in 
attendance are served the 
same meal at no charge. 


All Around Coffee County 


TOM CASADAY 


TOMATO DISEASES 

Folks are noticing a lot of 
early blight on tomatoes in 
the past two weeks. You can 
identify early blight by look- 
ing at the bottom leaves of 
your tomato plants. If you 
find round dead spots on the 
lower leaves, your tomatoes 
have early blight. This is a 
destructive disease which 
will kill your plants. 

The best way to prevent 
early blight is to use a 
fungicide such as Maneb or 
Daconil or Bravo. Daconil is 
the same as Bravo, the only 
difference being, Bravo is a 
liquid and Daconil is a wet- 
table powder. You can get 
Daconil in a one- or two- 
pound package, but Bravo 
comes in a large container. 
Most homeowners would not 
want to buy that much Bravo. 

You should start your 
spray program for early 
blight when the tomatoes are 
6 to 8 inches high, Spray 
every week. 


CLEAN PEAS 

Several gardeners have 
called about aphids on peas. 
Aphids are soft-bodies, tiny 
insects that suck on plant 
juices. Malathion is an 
excellent and safe material to 
use to control aphids or lice. 

To keep from having 
wormy peas, you need to 
spray your peas two or three 
times with Sevin or Toxa- 
phene. When your peas first 
begin to bloom, put on your 
first application. Spray again 
in about four days and again 
about four days after that. 


PECAN BUDGETS 

We have just received 
new budgets for establishing 
a pecan orchard. This is a 
very detailed budget for 
various spacings of pecan 
trees. If you are interested in 
establishing an orchard 
sometime in the future, you 
might want to get in touch 
with us at the Extension 


j 
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office. We will be glad to 
send you a copy of this. 
Speaking of help, we 
have lots of information on 
many things that affect most 
Coffee County people. We 
specialize in information on 
agriculture, home economics 
and 4-H. For example, in 
addition to all the agricul- 
tural production information, 
Sara Hutchinson has canning 
and freezing information 
which a lot of people can use 
at this time. Call us at 
894-5596 or Elba residents 
call 897-2776 for information. 


LAWNS 

Quite a few people who 
have Bermuda grass or Bahia 
infested lawns are starting 
over again. I talked this 
week with Dr. Ray Dickens of 
Auburn about the best way 
for a lawn owner to begin 
anew. Dr. Dickens sug- 
gested that undesirable 
grasses and weeds in a lawn 
be sprayed with Roundup at 
the rate of 5 quarts of 
material per acre in about 20 
gallons of water. ,Roundup 
will kill any grass or 
weeds which have already 
emerged. It will not kill seed 
which have not germinated. 
It will not kill Bermuda grass 
and nutgrass roots which 
have not emerged. For this 
reason, it may be necessary 
to spray your lawn which you 
plan to redo about three 
times at about 7-10 day 
intervals to be sure every- 
thing is killed. You can 
then go in and plant seed or 
sprig with a desirable lawn 
grass. 


SOYBEANS 

Growers who are going to 
plant soybeans now should 
plant a variety which will do 
best when planted’ at this 
time of the year. For 
example, the best variety 
could make one or two or 
three bushels more per acre, 
and this is a_ significant 


difference in profits per acre. 
If you are planting this 
week, you can plant Davis, 
Centennial, Bragg, Ransom, 
Coker 156, Coker 337 or 
Tracy. If you plant next week 
(after June 10), you can plant 
these same varieties except 
Coker 156 and Tracy, and in 
addition Hutton, Cobb, 
Coker 338 and Coker 488. 


LEAFSPOT CONTROL 

We recommend leafspot 
control on peanuts begin 
either 30 days after planting 
or May 25. Several pro- 
ducers started leafspot con- 
trol two or three weeks ago. 
Even if your peanuts are only 
as big as your hand, begin 
contro! now. Don’t wait for 
the disease to show up. 
Leafspot cannot be cured. 
You can only hope to prevent 
it. 

Get on a 14-day schedule 
with a recommended fungi- 
cide now and continue this 
until July 15. If rains begin 
around the middle of July, 
lower the interval to 7-10 
Gayo. 
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You can’ help your chil- 
dren keep their good eye- 
sight by making them aware 
of a few simple safety facts. 

Teach them the dangers of 
scissors, sticks, broken glass, 
BB guns, fireworks, bats, 
and balls, bows and arrows. 

For a free pamphlet on 
children’s eye safety, send a 
stamped, _ self-addressed, 
business-size envelope to 
your state Society to Pre- 
vent Blindness or to the 
National Society to Prevent 
Blindness, 79 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
10016. 
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DISCOUNT 


Subsidiary of Peoples Drug Stores, Inc. 


=. 


MYLARTA 
LIQUID 
ANTACID 


GLEEM TOOTHPASTE 
5-ounces Regular Price *1.36 


838° 
LIMIT 2 


PEOPLES 


DRY ROASTED 
MIXED NUTS 


12-ounces 


= / Regular Price 2.20 
A 


7¥a-ounces 


ie OLD SPICE 
STICK DEODORANT 


Regular Regular Price *1.84 
Price *1.99 Price Incl. Mfrs. 20° Off Label 

F LIM 
4 LIMIT 2 2.5-ounces T2 


BUFFERIN .|. |MISS BREAK HAIRSPRAY 


TABLETS | Be 9-ounces 
Bottle of 165 @) Regular Price *1.87 
Regula BAe 
Price $2.01 $ 3 29 JRECK $ 47 
aT LIMIT 2 LIMIT 2 
PREFLEX STERILE Pepto- PEPTO-BISMOL 
CLEANING SOLUTION siasttnen si 
1.5 fluid ounces 3 

nua tl 4 By $ 4 52 
Price *3,39 LIMIT 2 LIMIT 2 


GILLETTE 
STAINLESS 
STEEL BLADES 


1 


CUTEX WAIL POLISH 
Assorted Shades of Cream & Fros? 
Regular Price *1.08 


package of 10 9 al DD 


Regular Price *2.77 LIMIT 2 


SECRET ROLL-ON 
DEODORANT 


JOHNSON’S 
BABY LOTION 


” bab : VARY 
" 42 > 4 
loti y Regular Price *2.27 YipiosNo| Price inci. Mfrs. 30° Off Label 


AG 
65 Fy) sme $83 


= 54 
§-ounces 
Save 51° on Polaroid Time-Zero 


Sy ye ht | 


To the consumer: Complete this coupon and 

turn it to Polaroid Offer, P.O. Box 2606, 

1a i ONC SYSES Posse entices your salet 
Price you pay =F trom 


g 


panel your Polaroid Time- 
Zero single pack. Polaroid will reimburse you 
$1.00. Regular SX-70 flim aiso qualities tor this 
offer. Coupons must be received by July 31, 1981 
emees Polaron refund $@ allow 60 days tor delivery. Valid only in UF. 


ferred and must Wy fequests for this offer 


$59 ain 
Polaroid reserves the right to lwnit claims by in- 


Your net dustrial or commercia! users Not responsible for 
value iMegible of incomplete coupons. 
after Polarond refund 


Regular Price *7.85 


LIMIT 2 zp ———_— 
er tt tt 


PEOPLES ALL PURPOSE 


Name 
Address 
City 


| 
a 
where reatricted by law. Coupon may not be trans- a 
a 
g 
| 


ee State 


a oc 


PEOPLES LEMON 
LIQUID DETERGENT 


32-ounces 
Regular Cc 
Price *1.39 LIMIT 2 


‘4 PEOPLES LIQUID 
\) LAUNDRY DETERGENT 


32-ounces 
Cc 
Regular Regular 


DETERGENT 
‘Price mh he 2 Price *1.54 
HARTZ CAT LITTER 
66° 
LIMIT 2 


10 Pounds 
(— | 
REUSABLE 


Regular Price *1.18 
JUMBO CHARCOAL BRIX 
ICE PAK 
Regular Price *1.68 


go PTR TI TERE AT 


rR 22-ounces 
LIMIT 2 


™ 


Regular 
tee a) Price 1.29 
‘win PEOPLES AUTOMATIC 


DISHWASHER 


= 35-ounces 


cpaRGoaL Regular Price ‘1.24 


2) ae | 
pee 
© 88° 
LIMIT 2 


Prices Good Thru 6/7/81 . Quantity rights reserved (while quantities last). 
Not responsible for typographical errors. None sold to dealers. We redeem all 
mfr's. “cents off” coupons on brands and sizes we Carry. 
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The crumpled remains of the Nova driven by Billy Ray Smith is lifted up the steep 
embankment of Four-Mile Creek. 


Billy Ray Smith Escapes 


Serious Injury As Car 
Plunges Into Creek 


An Elba man is reported to be in 
stable condition in an _ Enterprise 
hospital this week following a one-car 
accident early Sunday morning, May 
31, on Highway 189, south of Elba. 

Billy Ray Smith, a resident of Elba, 
apparently lost control of the Chevrolet 
Nova he was driving, struck part of the 
bridge rail at the four-mile bridge and 
careened down a steep embankment, 
coming to rest in a small creek 
approximately 40 feet below the bridge. 


Keith Cotter of Elba drove past the 
bridge shortly before 8 a.m. and after 


noticing the bridge railing being down. 
stopped to investigate. He looked dawn 
the steep bank and saw a badly 
damaged car with a passenger inside. 
Cotter then drove to the Elba Police 
Department and reported the wreck. 
Police and Rescue Squad vehicles 
rushed to the scene, and Smith was 
taken to the Elba General Hospital, ther. 
transferred to an Enterprise hospital. 

Elba police officers reported Smith 
was in water from his waist down, and 
water was running through the car. The 
water was only 6-8 inches deep, a fact 
that could have saved Smith's life. 


Widow Of Tax Assessor 
Files $27,834 Suit 


A $27,834 lawsuit has been filed 
against the Coffee County Commission 
by the widow of former Coffee County 
Tax Assessor, W.T. **Mack"’ 
McKinney. The suit, filed on Tuesday, 
May 26, in Enterprise, contends that 
the county owes the money for work 
done by the tax assessor for losses he 
incurred due to the property tax 
reappraisal program 


McKinney, who died April 5 while in 
office, first asked the commission for 
the money on March 10, 1980. At a 
regular commission meeting, 
McKinney asked for $27,834.34 to cover 
additional salaries he had to pay due to 
the reappraisal program. The tax 
assessor stated he paid $12,141.19 in 
salaries from April, 1978, to October, 
1978, and $15,693.15 in salaries from 
October 1978 to September 1979. 


The commission was in doubt over 
the legality of the request and asked for 
an attorney general’s opinion. The 
attorney general replied, ‘‘It will be 
necessary for the county commission to 
determine for itself that the additional 
cost and salaries to be paid were the 
result of the reappraisal program. 
However, acting on the fact that the 
presumption is true, the commission 
should reimburse the tax assessor for 
the work he performed.”’ 


At a March 24 commission meeting, 


McKinney brought along Johnny 
Bowden, a certified public accountant, 
who gave a detailed report on 
McKinney's finances. The report 
showed that from April 10, 1978, to 


September 30, 1979, McKinney took in 
$64,333.50 in commission from fees, 
and had $65,376.70 in expenses for a 
net loss of $1,043.20. When a 
$10,572.13 in personal withdrawals was 
added, the loss came to $11,615.33. 


The commission failed to take any 
action, and on October 27, 1980, 
McKinney was back before the com- 


mission and reported he had to get a 
note on his home and property to cover 
his expenses from April, 1978, to 
October, 1979. He also stated that 
during that time he had spent over 
$1,000 out of his own pocket. He 
reported he needed $30,326.26 to cover 
all the expenses. If paid, McKinney 
said it would leave him with a total 
salary of $11,221.51 for 18 months work. 


McKinney passed out copies of Act 
#79-587 which authorized the commis- 
sion to reimburse the tax assessor up to 
$40,000 for services during the re- 
appraisal program. The commission 
was sympathetic to McKinney's plea, 
but as before. it stated every county 
agency should pay their share of the 
reimbursement. 

McKinney's final meeting with the 
commission came on November 24, 
1980, when he presented a detailed 
breakdown on the funds needed from 
each county agency to meet the $30,000 
needed to cover his persona! losses due 
to the reappraisal program. The 
breakdown went as follows: county 
commission - $12,900; Enterprise - 
$8,850; Elba - $600; New Brockton - 
$90; Kinston - $60, and the three school 
boards - $7,500. 


The offices of the tax assessor and 
tax collector were combined in January, 
1981, when McKinney became too ill to 
serve, and the request was forgotten 
until the lawsuit was filed last week. 


Hospital 


Report 


Persons admitted to Elba 
General Hospital during the 
period of May 26 - June 1 
include the following: 


Sherry Harrison, Marie 
Talbot, Frances Moon, 
Olebeti Moultry, Mattie 


Henderson, Acie McKenzie, 
Escar Harrison, Preston Fill- 
mon, Mary Jones, Clyde 
Johnson, J.C. Boutwell, 
Lynita Blackmon, Eva Smith, 
Dorena Fleming, Ruby 
Adair, Mamie McWaters, 
Perry Stricklin, Marzette 
Reeves, McCoy Carpenter, 
Marti Donnellan, Diane 
Parrish, Joshua Morgan, 
Gloria Barlow, Vinson Wil- 
son, Margaret Golden, Una 
Bullard, Thomas Carr, Mar- 
vin Bradshaw, Maxwell Hen- 
derson, Daniel Blackmon, 
Billy Smith, Janet Hysmith, 
Malcolm Wilson, Elizabeth 
Miller, Murry Baker, O.H. 
Peterson, Zeanus Hudson, 
Clifton Yelverton. 

Those discharged during 
the same time include: 

Jeff Mauldin, Lou Emma 
Finch, Melinda Seacat, Car- 
los Smith, Sherry Harrison, 


Gerald Williams, Melissa 
Pridgen, Bobbie Nelson, 
Lollie Nobles, Katherine 
Dean, Alice Hudson, L.L. 
Dyess, Annie Vaughan, 
Pearl Warren, Lynita Black- 
mon, ‘Marti Donneilan, 
Olebeti Moultry, Mamie 


McWaters, Frances Moore, 
McCoy Carpenter, Dorena 
Fleming, Mary Jones, Mel- 
vin Smart, Clyde Johnson, 
Dennie Willis, Rebecca 
Southerland, Anglisa Hagen, 
Acie Mae McKenzie, Preston 
Fillmon, Diane Parrish, 
Mattie Henderson, Marzette 


Ray Charles Brown Found 
Guilty Of Manslaughter 


Ray Charles Brown was 
found guilty of manslaughter 
on Wednesday, June 3, in 
connection with a wreck on 
November 22, 1980, that took 
the life of Dave Owens of 
Elba. 

Brown was found guilty 
after a jury deliberated only 


two hours. Judge Riley 
Green ordered a_pre- 
sentencing investigation 


following the reading of the 
verdict. 


According to police 


Both vehicles pictured above received heavy damage in a wreck Friday night near the Dairy Queen. 


Elba Couple Injured In 


Collision 


A two-car accident on Claxton 
Avenue last Friday night, May 29, did 
moderate damage to both vehicles and 
sent a young Elba couple to the Elba 
General Hospital for treatment of minor 
injuries. 

Shane Bullard, age 21, 


and his 


Reeves, Joshua Morgan, 
Gloria Barlow, Perry Strick- 
lin, Nell Cooper, J.C. Bout- 
well, Ruby Adair, Una 
Bullard, Billy Smith, Thomas 
Carr, Marie Talbot. 


sources, the accident 
occurred as Brown was tra- 
veling at a high rate of speed 
on Highway 87, and met a 
pickup truck driven by 
Owens headon as_ both 
vehicles went around a 
curve. 

Brown, driving a 
TransAm, earlier had eluded 
police in a high speed chase, 
but stated he thought he had 
lost them, and wasn't still 
trying to outrun law en- 
forcement officers. 
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Elba, Alabama 
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Bullard's car, a 1978 Ford, received 
approximately $3000 in damage. while 
Hall's car, a 1971 Chevrolet, sustained 
damages estimated at $2500. The 
Bullard couple was taken to the Elba 
General Hospital by private vehicle. 


wife, Freida, were traveling north on 
Claxton, with Bullard driving, when a 
car driven by Randy Ray Hall of 
Brantley reportedly started to turn left 
into the Dairy Queen parking lot, 
resulting in a near-headon collision. 


Dairy 


Queen 
* 


THE DAIRY QUEEN WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY AND TUESDAY, 


JUNE 8 - 9, DUE TO REMODELING. WE APOLOGIZE FOR ANY 
INCONVENIENCE, BUT WE ARE REMODELING SO WE CAN SERVE 


YOU BETTER! 


897-5188 
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uncertain about where to bank? 


make it easy on yourself 
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Good Bankers 


Serving Good People! 
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NEW BROCKTON 
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MEMBER FDIC 


VOLUME 85 


PRICE 20 CENTS 


Sheriff Adds Two 


New Deputies 


By CYNDI MADDOX 


A bill recently signed into law by 
Governor Fob James has ushered in 
some relief to the ‘toverworked and 
understaffed’’ Coffee County Sheriff's 
Department. 

The new law provides that all 
deputies who work more than a 40-hvar 
week must be given overtime pay or 
compensatory time off-duty. As a result 
of this state mandate, the Coffee County 
Commission authorized Sheriff Brice 
Paul Monday to hire two more deputies. 

Dennis Hobbs and June Harrison 
have been added to the deputy force. 
Hobbs worked with the sheriff's depart- 
ment as a felony squad investigator. 
He was hired under an LEPA grant and 
Paul said the grant was nearing its 
expiration date. Harrison has worked in 
the sheriff's Enterprise office for the 
past eight years as a clerk. According to 
the sheriff, she will be on the road with 
the primary duty of serving civil papers. 
Hobbs, along with Bobby Whigham, 
will work the evening shift. 

After more than an hour's discus- 
sion, the commissioners split their vote 
on the hiring with Billy Eagerton, 
Gilmer Grant, and Rex Boutwell oppo- 
sing the move, and Charlie Mack 
Martin, Marvin Bowden, and Eugene 
Bradley favoring it. Commission Chair- 
man James L. Sawyer broke the tie by 
voting in favor of Bradley's motion to 
increase the sheriff's staff. 

Sheriff Paul told the commissioners 
that he and four deputies were having to 
patrol 860 square ‘miles in Coffee 
County and provide protection to 30,000 
people, primarily on one shift. He said 
that nel.were needed to 
operate a second shift. 

He also submitted time sheets on 
the four deputies that showed they 
accumulated 66.5 hours overtime in a 
four-day period from May 28 (the day 
the bill was signed) until the last day of 
the month. According to the sheriff, this 
was not an unusual amount of overtime. 
His records showed that Deputies John 
White and Thomas Weeks logged 2,770 
hours and 25 minutes of overtime 
during the past 21 weeks, which 
amounted to ‘‘free’’ time they were 
giving the county. 


Since the new law states that time 
and a-half will be paid for each hour 
worked over the regular 40 hours, Paul 
told the commissioners that the depu- 
ties probably would not mind so much 
overtime, But, he added, they would 
also like some time off work, but with 
the understaffing, he could not grant 
comp time. 

“I'm not going to promise you 
fellows that by hiring someone else, 


Bluegrass 


Festival 
Schedule 


FRIDAY 


6-6:45 Jimmy Williams & Gospel Grass 

6:50-7:35 String Fever Band 

7:40-8:25 Buckspring 

8:30-9:15 Carl Story &Rambling Mteers 

9:20-10:10 Jimmy Williams & Gospel 
Grass 

10:15-11:05 White Sands Panhandle 
Band 

11:10-12 Old Truck 


SATURDAY 


12 noon-12:40 String Fever 

12:45-1:25 Porch Pickers 

1:30-2:10 Old Truck 

2:15-2:55 White Sands Panhandle Band 
33:40 Buckaprings 


3:45-4:25 American Bluegrass Express 
4:30-5:10 Carl Story & Rambiing 

M' teers 
5:10-6 p.m. (Dinner Break) 
6-6:45 String Fever Band 
6:50-7:35 White Sands Panhandie 
7:40-8:25 Porch Pickers (Buck dance) 
8:30-9:25 Carl Story & Rambling 

M' teers 
9:30-10:15 American Bluegrass Express 
10:20-11:05 Old Truck 
11:10-12 midnight Bucksprings 


SUNDAY 


10a.m.-10:45 Old Truck 

10:50-11:35 American Bluegrass 

11:40-12:25 White Sands Panhandie 

12:30-1:15 String Fever 

1:20-2:05 American Bluegrass Express 

2:10-2:55 White Sands Panhandie 

33:4 String Fever 

3:50-4:35 Bucksprings 

4:40-5:15 Jimmy Williams & Gospel 
Gress 


there aren't going to be times when 
there won't be overtime,'’ Paul said. 
“But we'll make our dead level best to 
keep it at a bare minimum. Hiring some 
more folks would drastically cut down 
on the overtime.”’ 

Commissioner Eagerton reminded 
the sheriff that overtime pay is prohi- 
bited by county policy. However, the 
commission's attorney, Warren Rowe, 
said state law overrides county policy. 

Boutwell suggested that the county 
not authorize any overtime, therefore if 
the deputies worked more than 40 
hours, they would not have to pay it. 
Once again, Rowe reminded them that 
they were dealing with state law and it 
didn't give the commission a choice of 
authorizing overtime or comp time, but 
the law states that the commission 
‘shall’ afford deputies a choice of extra 
pay or time-off. 

“It's not that we want extra money. 
We would like some time off. But when 
I work I want to get paid for it,"’ Deputy 
Jim Henderson told the county’s gov- 
erning body. 

Another deputy attending the meet- 
ing, Bobby Whigham, said he spends at 
least one hour every night on the phone 
after he goes home, trying to work out a 
problem or giving advice to county 
residents. Often, he said, the calls 
cannot be solved with a phone conversa- 
tion and he has to get back into uniform 
and go to the scene. 

*‘What am I suppose to do when a 
woman calls me at home, hysterical 
because her husband is beating her? 
Am I suppose to tell her that I can’t help 
her because I've already worked my 
eight hours and she will have to wait 
until the next morning? Gentlemen, a 
lot of stovewood can fly through the air 
between then and the time I go back on 
duty,’’ Whigham said in reponse to 
Boutwell's suggestion that the deputies 
put in no more than a regular eight-hour 
day. 

“If I didn’t like what I was doing, I 
wouldn't do it. But if I’m good enough 
to work those hours free for four years, 
then I should be good enough to get 


paid for working now,’’ Whigham 
continued, 
Commissioner Martin suggested 


that the overtime for last month be paid, 
but that two of the commissioners meet 
with the sheriff before the June 22 
meeting to work out a solution to the 
problem. But Rowe suggested that they 
not wait any longer to take action. 

“There's not many days that don’t 
go by without an emergency--a murder, 
rape, or robbery. I don’t see how you’re 
going to limit them to no overtime. 
When they get a call, they’ve got to go. 
If they don’t, it’s going to be a personal 
liability back on you men,”’ Rowe 
stated. ‘‘Crime doesn’t work a 40-hour 
week,” 

After the commission authorized the 
hiring of two additional deputies, Paul 
agreed to limit overtime to a minimum 
and to personally authorize all extra 
hours. 


Commissioners 


Mowed, Garbage Removed 


By CYNDI MADDOX 


Overgrown brush and illegal gar- 
bage dumps alongside Coffee County 
roads were major topics of discussion a 
Monday's Coffee County Commission 
meeting. 

Commissioner Billy Eagerton told 
the delegation that he wants immediate 
action to clear the county roads of 
garbage and a legal opinion on what can 
be done to stop the dumping. 

‘The landowners in District 2 are 
tired of this garbage being thrown out, 
as are landowners in the other districts, 
I'm sure,’’ said Eagerton. 

According to Commission Chairman 
James L. Sawyer, on numerous occa- 
sions the county highway department 
has covered over these dumping 
grounds and erected signs prohibiting 
garbage from being deposited on the 
roadsides. However, it keeps reappear- 
ing, Sawyer added. He asked County 
Engineer Charles Bowden to cover 
these areas once again and said he 
would talk to the district attorney about 
legal steps that can be taken to 
prosecute the offenders. 

Commissioner Rex Boutwell asked 
Bowden about the status of the county’s 
bushhogs and noted that ‘‘the roads are 
starting to grow up.’’ Bowden said he 
will soon start mowing, clearing and 
spraying along the county highways. 

Bowden, who was hired last month, 
had several items to discuss with the 
commissioners, including the county’s 
policy on hiring, firing, and granting 
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The accident scene shows debris scattered over a large area 
with John Bradshaw's car at left with the trunk sprung open, 
the truck at the top right and the rear corner of a state trooper 
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car protecting the assumed point of impact at bottom right, 
and another trooper car blocking traffic from the east. 


Man Killed In Three-Vehicle Mishap 


or stopped to turn left across eastbound 
traffic, the victim apparently swerved 
left in an attempt to avoid colliding with 
the stopped car. He hit the left rear tail 
light of his brother Earnest’s car and 
then he apparently turned or skidded 


John Bradshaw, 65, was killed 
instantly Monday afternoon shortly 
after 1 p.m. in a three-vehicle accident, 
He was returning from his home to his 
store on the New Brockton highway, 
east of Elba, when the accident occured 
about one and one-fourth miles from the 
store. 

Bradshaw was traveling west behind 
a car driven by his brother, Earnest 
Bradshaw. As the brother slowed down 


into the path of a tractor-trailer rig that 
was eastbound with a load of liquid 
chemicals. The collision of the car and 
truck spun the car around and off what 


was Bradshaw's right side of the road. 
The truck traveled about two truck- 
lengths and off the road to its right, 
jack-knifed and came to rest with the 
front-end ripped out aiid the front 
wheels lying flat on the ground. 

John Bradshaw was thrown from his 
car during the collision and was on the 
ground about 20 feet behind his car. He 
was pronounced dead on arrival at Elba 
General Hospital, where he was trans- 


ported by a Elba Rescue Squad unit. 
However, family members at the scene 
reported that he was already dead from 
massive head injuries before the rescue 
unit arrived. 


The driver of the truck for Poole 
Truck Lines of Evergreen was Donald 
W. Higginbotham, 29. His address 
listed on driver's license was Pritchard, 
a suburb of Mobile. 


Bystanders look over John Bradshaw's car as the rescue unit 
leaves rushing him to the hospital. 


Want Roads 


promotions to personnel. 

Bowden said he was faced with a 
situation recently when an employee 
had been offered a job paying more 
money. The man asked Bowden to grant 
him a raise or else he would accept the 
other offer. Bowden said he did not 
want to lose the employee so he 
approved the pay raise. However, he 
later discovered that all employee salary 
hikes must be first approved by the 
commission. 

Since the Unit System Bill gives the 
county engineer the authority to hire 
and fire highway employees, and the 
commission the authority to grant 
raises, the commissioners instructed 
Bowden to drop the employee back to 
his previous pay scale. 

In other action, the commission 
voted 4-2 to allow Bowden to hire a 
dragline operator at $5.25 an hour. 
Charlie Mack Martin and Gilmer Grant 
opposed the hiring, since county policy 
stipulates that new personnel be hired 
at minimum wage. 

A motion was also made and 
approved for the county to enter into an 
agreement with the state of Alabama to 
apply for a federal grant to finance work 
on a bridge north of Elba on County 
Road 25. They also voted to advertise 
bids on asphalt, which will be opened on 
June 22. 

Other action taken by the commis- 
sioners included contributing $1,000 to 
the Coffee County Association for 
Retarded Citizens for a summer 
workshop. 


By CYNDI MADDOX 


A $2.32 million lawsuit has been 
filed in Coffee County Circuit Court by 
the Elba City Board of Education 
against Celotex Corporation in connec- 
tion with a faulty roof at Elba Middle 
School. 

The suit cites four counts against 
Celotex and two of the corporation's 
employees, James M. Grady of Atlanta 
and Jerry Dyess of Mobile. The action 
stemmed from a ‘‘roof inspection and 
service contract’’ which the company 
entered into with the local school board 
in August 1972. 

According to the legal document, as 
part of the contract Celotex agreed to 
pay all repair costs necessary to correct 
leaks in the roof which the company had 
installed at the middle school. The 
board is asking for $69,725 to cover the 
costs of necessary repairs. According to 
Superintendent Elmer Taylor, he and 
the board have been trying to work out a 
solution to the leaking roof with Celotex 
since 1972, but at this time the roof has 
not been sufficiently repaired and still 
leaks during rains. 

The suit also contends that due to 
Celotex’s ‘‘willfully and negligently 
refusing to repair said roof’’, the 
interior and insulation of the school 
have been damaged. The suit asks for 
$250,000 to cover these damages. 


State Trooper R.W. Whitworth talks with truck driver Donald 


Higginbotham immediately after arriving at the scene. 


School Board Files Lawsuit 
Over Roof For $2.32 Million 


The final two counts in the suit 
accuses the three defendents of inten- 
tionally breaching the contract and 
‘with bad faith and knowing that the 
roof could not be repaired, the defen- 
dents have delayed and refused to 
repair the said roof’. A sum of $1 
million is being sought on each of those 
counts. 

During a recent board of education 
meeting, Board Attorney Kenneth 
Fuller advised the membeis to proceed 
with legal action and take bids on a new 
roof. Taylor told the board last week 
that these bids will be opened at 2 p.m. 
on June 23. He also said Celotex has not 
responded to the lawsuit. 


Other business discussed during the 
monthly meeting included a report from 
the superintendent and two board 
members on a recent visit to the Eufaula 
City School system. 

Taylor, Elba Middle School Principal 
Charles Pearce, board members Paul 
King and Lois Holt observed Eufaula’s 
satellite lunchroom program. Taylor 
said the meals for all the city schools’ 
lunchrooms are prepared in one location 
and then transported to the individual 
schools. Local officials are looking at 
alternative lunchroom programs in or- 
der to keep the three schools from 
operating their services at a deficit 
next year. 


However, the superintendent said 
the coordinator of Eufaula’s program 
did not recommend going to a satellite } 
kitchen, but did suggest that money 
could be saved by centralizing” the 
bookkeeping and buying for the three 
lunchrooms instead of each school 
having to keep those records. Taylor 
told the board that he is currently 
working on a plan to consolidate the 
buying of many staple items that bids 
must be taken on. 


The board also welcomed its newest 
member, Mrs. Gladys Yelverton, who 
replaces retiring member Fred Clark. 


Taylor informed the members that; 
he has decreased the system’s work 
force from 83 to 78 for the 1981-82 
school year, This figure includes all 
professional staff members including 
teachers, principals, and the superin- 
tendent. This reduction was made 
possible primarily by shifting teachers 
instead of replacing several retirees. 
Mrs. Ida Mae Carlisle, a first grade 
teacher who retired at the end of the 
1981 school year, will not be replaced, 
and Pearlie Amison and Chester Ham- 
mond are being moved from the junior 
high school to fill vacancies at the 
middle schoo!. Mrs. Amison will teach 
fifth grade and Hammond will be the 
sixth grade science teacher. 


